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CRIMINAL TRIALS IN THE HIGH COURM..

BAIL 30KDS _sND BONDS _TO GIVE SVIDENCE~ . E

Referenc: is made to sections 44 and 45 of the Courts i
Ordinance, 1948. Yhe Chief Justice does not intend, in the ordinary j
cocurse, to appcint assizes, but that the Judges should continue H
fixing criminal cases in the High Court as they arise, as is done j
at present, This raises certailn difficulties as rcegards bail bonds .
and bonds to give evidence. The statutory form of bail bond, ??
Form YXXIX in the Second Schedule teo the Criminal Procedure Code, '

does not mention the date eof appezrance in the High Court and the e
ferm itself is perfectly appropriate to the naw circumstances. It .
is, however, necessary, in any case where an accused person is to |

be committed for trial before the High Court and the Magistrate 3
intonds to allow him bail, that he should be committed to appear on '
a specific day, and not merely'on a date of which he will be given :
nciice? This is necessary in order to preserve the liability of

the ballors, who would otherwise be discharged if the accused “
dizappearcd beforc notice of the date of hearing cculd be served
up:n him. The folliowing practice will therefore be adopted in all
suth ceases:- )

The committing Magistrate will require the accused to //
apptar before the High Court on the first werking day of the next
morth, unless that date is so clese that the record might not reach
the iigh Court in tims, in which cnsc the Hagistrate will appoint (
the first werking day of the succuwding menth. . The priscner and his
Cailers will then attend the High Court and the crse will be fixed
for hearing. They will thus be infeormed of the definite date of '
henring, bail will »e extended arnd » new bend will have to be 5
entered inte in the Hign Court. This procedure dees not apply where /
the accused perscr is committed te the High Court for trial and is
Azt given daili in that event he will be ecmmitted, as now, for tridy

"eroon o date to be fixed by the High Ccourt", !
f

The peositien as regards beonds te give evidenco, Form iﬁhhikf
Courts 130,15 scmevhat different. In the few oxceptional cases where e
th: Magistrate requires surctics under section 145 (ii) of the M
Criminal Procedure Ceode the s-me procedure must be adopted as i’ .
cutiined above in ths case of an.accuscd perscn. These cases arg,
however, very rare. 1In the normal case, where the band is taken
withiat sureties, Ferm 130 shuuld be aminded by striking out the
werds Mat the assizes next ensuing fixed to begin at........o'clcek
cn the +...ve..v0day of eveeo... next, or clse” and 2lsc the words
"during the said assizes". The witness will then be bound te atten

L

at the time cf which notice will be served upon him. e
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